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vigorous debate that we are going to 
have and that we will have, America 
will prosper. We will make the hard de-
cisions, and we will stand proudly as 
one Nation for many generations to 
come that will be the beacon and the 
light to the world for so many who so 
need us and who so want us to succeed, 
and we are committed to that effort. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. I 
thank my good friend for joining us to-
night. 

The last principle is one I am proud 
to say we have taken some action on 
here. It has to do with legislation, the 
common practice for Congress to short-
cut things, shortcut the process, not 
follow regular order, open rules, allow-
ing all Members of Congress to offer 
amendments. 

In my first 2 years of Congress, I 
never experienced one open rule. I 
didn’t know what it was like. And I was 
shocked to find out that that is nor-
mally how you do business; that pre-
dominantly, most of the time, it’s 
under open rule. 

Some of the things we put in place 
with the rules package is requiring 
bills to be published ahead of time so 
that not only us as Members of Con-
gress but our constituents can read 
them, and we have that chance to so-
licit input from them, to get that feed-
back on the unintended consequences 
and how it may impact them; the fact 
that we are now requiring you have to 
give some evidence, some documenta-
tion of where the constitutional au-
thority is for doing this bill now, try-
ing to keep germaneness in terms of 
what we put forward versus these thou-
sands-of-pages bills that are just a mis-
match of different topics. 

So I thank my colleagues tonight for 
joining me in this. I certainly thank 
the patriots, like those folks from Wil-
liamsport, Pennsylvania, who joined in 
sharing those principles that we have, 
those patriots like that all over this 
Nation. We are just so appreciative for 
what they do for this country as well. 

f 

RESIGNATION FROM THE HOUSE 
OF REPRESENTATIVES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following resigna-
tion from the House of Representa-
tives: 

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, DC, February 9, 2011. 

Hon. JOHN A. BOEHNER, 
Speaker of the House, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: I hereby give notice of 
my resignation from the United States 
House of Representatives, effective 5:00 p.m., 
Eastern Standard Time, Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 9, 2011. Attached is the letter I sub-
mitted to Governor Andrew Cuomo. 

Sincerely, 
CHRISTOPHER J. LEE, 

Member of Congress. 

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, DC, February 9, 2011. 

Hon. ANDREW M. CUOMO, 
Governor of New York State, State Capitol 

Building Albany, NY. 
DEAR GOVERNOR CUOMO: I hereby submit 

my resignation as United States Representa-
tive of the 26th District of New York, effec-
tive 5:00 p.m., Eastern Standard Time, 
Wednesday, February 9, 2011. Attached is the 
letter I submitted to Speaker of the United 
States House of Representatives. 

Sincerely, 
CHRISTOPHER J. LEE, 

Member of Congress. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
clause 5(d) of rule XX, the Chair an-
nounces to the House that, in light of 
the resignation of the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. LEE), the whole number 
of the House is 434. 

f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to: 

Mr. BACHUS (at the request of Mr. 
CANTOR) for today on account of at-
tending the funeral of a very close 
friend in Athens, Georgia. 

Mr. BILBRAY (at the request of Mr. 
CANTOR) for today and the balance of 
the week on account of a family med-
ical emergency. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I move that the House do 
now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 5 o’clock and 58 minutes 
p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until tomorrow, 
Thursday, February 10, 2011, at 10 a.m. 
for morning-hour debate. 
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EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

297. A letter from the Deputy Assistant 
Secretary of Defense, Department of De-
fense, transmitting the Department’s annual 
report for fiscal year 2010 on the quality of 
health care furnished under the health care 
programs of the Department of Defense; to 
the Committee on Armed Services. 

298. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of the Treasury, transmitting a report 
entitled ‘‘ Macroeconomic Effects of Risk 
Retention Requirements’’; to the Committee 
on Financial Services. 

299. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of the Treasury, transmitting A Study 
of the Effects of Size and Complexity of Fi-
nancial Institutions on Capital Market Effi-
ciency and Economic Growth; to the Com-
mittee on Financial Services. 

300. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of the Treasury, transmitting a report 
entitled ‘‘Study and Recommendations Re-
garding Concentration Limits on Large Fi-
nancial Companies’’; to the Committee on 
Financial Services. 

301. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services, trans-
mitting a report entitled ‘‘Health, United 
States, 2010’’; to the Committee on Energy 
and Commerce. 

302. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Commerce, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s report on Foreign Policy-Based Ex-
port Controls for 2011; to the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs. 

303. A letter from the President, African 
Development Foundation, transmitting a 
letter fulfilling the annual requirements 
contained in the Inspector General Act of 
1978, as amended, covering the period Octo-
ber 1, 2009 to September 30, 2010, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. app. (Insp. Gen. Act), section 5(b); to 
the Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform. 

304. A letter from the Executive Director, 
Consumer Product Safety Commission, 
transmitting the Federal Activities Inven-
tory Reform Act of 1998 (FAIR Act), the 
Commission’s inventory of commercial ac-
tivities for fiscal year 2010; to the Committee 
on Oversight and Government Reform. 

305. A letter from the Chairman, Council of 
the District of Columbia, transmitting 
Transmittal of D.C. ACT 18-656, ‘‘District of 
Columbia Housing Authority Board of Com-
missioners Amendment Act of 2010’’; to the 
Committee on Oversight and Government 
Reform. 

306. A letter from the Chairman, Council of 
the District of Columbia, transmitting 
Transmittal of D.C. ACT 18-690, ‘‘Not-for- 
Profit Hospital Corporation Personnel Ad-
ministration Temporary Amendment Act of 
2010’’; to the Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform. 

307. A letter from the Executive Analyst, 
Department of Health and Human Services, 
transmitting a report pursuant to the Fed-
eral Vacancies Reform Act of 1998; to the 
Committee on Oversight and Government 
Reform. 

308. A letter from the Executive Analyst, 
Department of Health and Human Services, 
transmitting a report pursuant to the Fed-
eral Vacancies Reform Act of 1998; to the 
Committee on Oversight and Government 
Reform. 

309. A letter from the Legal Counsel, Equal 
Employment Opportunity Commission, 
transmitting a report pursuant to the Fed-
eral Vacancies Reform Act of 1998; to the 
Committee on Oversight and Government 
Reform. 

310. A letter from the General Counsel, In-
stitute of Museum and Library Services, 
transmitting a report pursuant to the Fed-
eral Vacancies Reform Act of 1998; to the 
Committee on Oversight and Government 
Reform. 

311. A letter from the Chairman, National 
Transportation Safety Board, transmitting 
the Board’s report on the actions taken to 
ensure that audits are conducted of its pro-
grams and operations for fiscal year 2010, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. app. 8G(h)(2); to the 
Committee on Oversight and Government 
Reform. 

312. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness 
Directives; British Aerospace Regional Air-
craft Models Jetstream Series 3101 and Jet-
stream Model 3201 Airplanes [Docket No.: 
FAA-2010-0942; Directorate Identifier 2010- 
CE-049-AD; Amendment 39-16535; AD 2010-25- 
02] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received January 14, 
2011, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure. 

313. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness 
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